PROBUS CLUB OF LANTZVILLE
MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING
JANUARY 23, 2014

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 9:30 by Lia Van Wassenaar who told a joke.
Minutes: Trevor Cradduck moved and Keith McGregor seconded that the minutes from the November
28th meeting be adopted as distributed.
Attendance/Membership: Dan Tettamanti reported that there were 78 members in attendance today.
Gerald Johnson was a guest and as introduced to the members. There are 217 members to date. We
have two new members that joined today, who are Hans & Joanna Nielsen. Janet McGregor introduced
Hans and talked a little about him.
Treasurer’s Report: The Xmas dinner came in under budget this year. We have a Cash Position of
$3237.95 and $5706.39 in a GIC account for a Net Position of $8944.34.
President’s Report:
-

-

-

Our Probus club address is in Lantzville and therefore we have a post box in Lantzville. At
best we may receive from Probus Canada, 3 to 4 pieces of mail per year. We pay annually
for that box to the Canada Post $157.50. We are very fortunate that Joe and Barbara
Samarin have stepped forward and have allowed us to use their box number in Lantzville
therefore saving the Club this money annually.
The proposed updated bylaws have been put onto the website as well as the newsletter.
Please take some time to read them since they will be voted on at the February meeting.
At the present time new members receive a copy of the current membership list as well as
the activity convenors and the management committee also receive routine updates. Any
member can request a copy from the membership chairperson at any time. There was a
show of hands to determine how many members wish to receive soft copies of the
membership list on a routine basis via private e-mail. The majority of members would like
to receive copies of the list, so Dan will send out those lists as they are updated.
The pancake breakfast in March is coming along nicely, pancakes will be served at 9:00 a.m.
We have enough urns now for coffee and Phil Wilson says he has enough helpers.
The Spring Luncheon tickets will be on sale at the February or March meetings. Tickets will
be $25 for members and $30 for guests.
Herman Maldonaldo has stepped forward to be convenor for our next Christmas luncheon.
The date will be December 16th At the management meeting a questions has arisen if we
want to hold the same venue as we have in the past or to have a dinner dance or a tea
dance. There was a show of hands and most wanted the venue to stay the same.

-

-

The management committee would like to thank Peter Barker for his last six years as
newsletterr editor and to welcome aboard Annabel and Brendan Rogers as our new
newsletter editors.
Lia attended the Probus Forum on January 17th and the items discussed were:
a. BC Probus clubs are planning a rendezvous in 2016 to be held in Courtney/Comox area.
b. Australia and New Zealand Probus have 3,000 clubs and they publish their own
magazine called “Active Retirees – The Vision of Probus” where extensive advertising is
allowed especially for all travel groups.
c. Photography groups in Probus make their own thank you cards to send out to their
speakers.
d. If a person wants to join Probus without a sponsor, the management committee
becomes their sponsor.
e. Some of the Probus groups have a group within themselves called “People without
Partners” so they can socialize and attend social functions together.
f. Some clubs have greeters at the door.
g. Management committees to meet with new members to explain the benefits of the
organization.

Lia will bring up some of these suggestions at the next Management Committee meeting.
Vice President Report: Keith announced that the speaker for today will be the Mayor of Nanaimo, Mr.
John Ruttan. February speaker will be humorist, Arthur Black. In March will be the Pancake Breakfast so
there will be no speaker. April is Jan Ferguson from Tourism Nanaimo. May speaker is Jeff Morris, the
CEO of Angel Flight.
Sunshine Report: Lia reported she sent cards to Shirley Jones, Jim Callanan, Eleen Burkhart, and
Laverne Hillier. January birthdays were also announced.
Web Master Report: No report.
Committee Report:
Herman Maldonaldo talked about the Xmas party. He has 2 different venues in mind for the party and
will decide and report back later.
Pub Lunch: Lantzville Pub.
Coffee Break: at 10:00.
After the coffee break our speaker, Mayor John Ruttan gave a very enlightening talk about the projects
that are coming up in the future for Nanaimo. Keith McGregor thanked Mayor Ruttan and gave him one
of our Probus pens.
Prepared by Doreen Schaefer

